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THALENE

The Town of Bel Air Milton Reckord Armory and Smart Growth

By Kevin SmALL, PLanninG DirecTor, Town oF
BeL AR

Take a drive through Bel Air and you are
sure to notice the historic Milton Reckord
Armory in the heart of downtown on North
Main Street. Constructed in 1915 and listed
on the National Register of Historic Places,
the Reckord Armory has a long history of
being a focal point for community activities
in Bel Air, providing a year-round facility to
host events. The Town of Bel Air purchased
the Armory from the Maryland National
Guard in the early 2000s and completed a
renovation of the property. Since that time,
the Armory has served as a catalyst to bring
people downtown to experience the arts,
meet neighbors and support local stores

and restaurants. In the center of historic
downtown Bel Air, the adaptive reuse of
the Armory is easily and safely accessible
for many of the Town's residents.

With a robust calendar of events, the
Armory now serves as an economic driver
for downtown and fills a critical need as a
centrally located cultural and recreational
facility as well as a venue for private events
throughout the year. On any given week-
end, you might find a wedding celebration,
a chess tournament, a concert, a dance
performance, or an event showcasing local
authors and artists. A signature event in
December is Winter Wonderland which
features tens of thousands of warm white
lights and live music which provides an
opportunity for local residents and families

to enjoy the spirit of the holidays.

Some Town goals that have been met
following the renovation include encour-
aging pedestrian traffic, establishing Bel
Air as a visitor destination and fostering
recreational and social opportunities
downtown in the evenings and on week-
ends. Moreover, the renovation of the
Armory has drawn investment to the
northern end of Main Street providing a
spark for facade improvement projects,
new business development, and other
types of capital reinvestment in the area.
The Armory has served as a cornerstone of
Bel Air's downtown and helps strengthen
a sense of community while providing an
opportunity for residents to expand their
cultural horizons.
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In 2010, to complete the Armory complex,
the Town added the Frederick Ward Armory
Park. In 2016, Bel Air introduced the Armory
Marketplace, the Town’s award-winning
business incubator facility. The once vacant
garages behind the Armory now offer an
innovative service provided by the Town
of Bel Air to encourage retail development,
nurture entrepreneurs, increase pedes-
trian traffic, and create new jobs in the
community.

Armory Marketplace is a highly selective
program that offers new business owners
an opportunity for a flexible, below market-
rate lease for up to three years which gives
them time to establish their business,
understand the local demand for their
product or service, and strengthen their
financial standing. The program provides
business coaching, marketing and tech-
nical assistance, and an opportunity to
build strong community partnerships. The

startup period for any business is a critical
time and having additional support from
the Town of Bel Air creates a strong foun-
dation that allows the business to graduate
from Armory Marketplace and be success-
ful in a permanent Bel Air location. One of
the goals of the program is to make sure
that Bel Air is consistently infused with new
life through various new businesses that
contribute to the Town’s unique appeal.

The Reckord Armory complex is a commu-
nity asset that enhances the vibrancy of
downtown Bel Air. The smart-growth reha-
bilitation and repurposing has maintained
the historical integrity of the property while
offering a community center and an inno-
vative resource for entrepreneurs.
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